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Fi the Good fight of F aith, lay bold on 
_ Eternal life. 
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| myſtical}. There bee rwo kindes of 


GOOD FIGHT 
of FAITH. 


1. Timothy 6.12, 
Fight the good +) of Faith : Lay hold of 


eternall life. 


enemies ; The one, 
ghoſtly. the other,cor- 

orall. There'be two 
Findes of warre, The 
one,proper ; the other, 
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B Warriours : 
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2 The good fight of Faith. 


-warriours ; The one, carnall , the o- 
ther, ſpirituall. There bee two kindes 
of weapons, The one, the ſword of 
man; the other, the Word of God. In 
the one order of warriours, are you : I 
am for the other. With the one kinde 
of enemies none are able & fit to fight, | 
bur ſuch as you: we mult all bear arms 

| againlt the other. In the one kinde of 
| | warreyou are beaten, and become ex- 

ert : to meddle with this, were, with | 

hormio 10 Twllie, to diſcourſe of mili- 
tary diſcipline before Hannibal. I will | 
acquaint you with the other. "The one 
kinde of weapon you can handle as 
$kilfully as . x Parthians did their | 
bowes, or the Beniamites, Iudg.20, did 
their ſlings ; whereof, the one could. | 
: | ſhoot anarrow ; the other, caſt a ſtone | 
; ata haires breadth. I ſtand heerto in- 
| ſtruct you how to vic and wield the 0- 

ther. Experience in the one kinde of 

warre, commends you to be Champi- 

ons: but experience inthe other, com- | 
mends 


| | The good fight of Faith. gs | 


mends you to bee Chriſtians. By your 
$kilfull handling of the one kinde of 
weapon,you may blank the forces,dil- 
appoint the attempts, and put-by the 
violent aſſaults of men : but, by your 
artificiall handling of the other, you 
may conquer the pride of your hearts, 
that inſulting and brauing enemy ; the 
yenome and poiſon of your fleſh, that 
traiterous and ſecret enemy ; the be- 
witching charms and incantations of 
the world, that flattering and ſmiling 
enemy ; the furious inrodes and incur- 
ſions of Satan, that old and malicious 
| - enemy. 

When you haue done moſt honou- 
rable and worthy ſeruice in the one 
kinde of warre, you can haue no more 
but a ſmoke of honour, a ſhadow of 
wealth, a blaſt of fame, a wreath and 
q coronet of Palm and Laurell,a monu- 
| 14 ment of Brafle or Marble, a memory 
preſerued from obliuion by thin pa- 
| per-wals : but, when you haue ſerued 
| | B2 in 
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in che other, you ſhall bee crowned | | 


witha Crown of life, 2.7im.4.receine 
| | ancternall waighr of glory , 2.(or.4. 
| live for cuer with your- Leader & Cap- 
rain Chriſt Phil.1.2 3. be clothed with 
long white Robes, the {igne of purity , 
wear Palms in your hands, the enſigns 
of victory, Apoc.7. You ſhall bechan- | 
ged from earthly, to be heauenly ſoul- 
diers, from militant,to be triumphane 
Saints; from making the aire to thun- 
{ der with your roaring Cannons, to 
make the heauens ring with Fallely- 
| jabs of praiſe, and glory, andvictoryto | - 
| che Lamb, and to Him thar fits vpon 
| che Throne for enermore. Andthere- 
| fore, amongſt all your-other-points of 
warre, haue minde of. this ; Ay@r2Zs To 
Kaho oryfanee Thc Tas 3 Fight the good Fight 
of faith. | 
Meethinks,-my Text is like the Ark ; 
ofthe Teſtimony , wherin was -4arons 
| Rod; andaPort of Manna. Heer is a 
Rod that made wounds, and ſores,and | 
os {carres, 
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T be good fight of faith. FEY 
ſcarres ; Fight. But heer is Manna with 
*: itis (ertamen bonum,the good Fight, 
and (ertamen pium, a godly Fight, the 
Fight of faith ; and ( ertamen queſtuo- 
ſum, a'gainfull Fight; Ir is the laying 
-hold vponeeternall life, and looks like 
Peter's three Tabernacles in the ſeuen- 
teenth of-Mathew: Heer is one for Mv- 
fes,and onefor Elias,and one for Chriſt. 
In .che:hir{t-I ſee Moſes, a man terrible 
and-dreadfull, Fight. In the ſecond 1 
ſee Elias pleading againſt Baal, and 
contending for the faith. In the third, l 
ſee (Þriſt crowning his ſouldiers with 
eternall life. If you would hane aname 
for my Text, it-is a Pareneſis or exhor- 
ration. If you would ſee the Anatomy, 
and view the limbs of my Text, heare, 

Firſt,the proclamation of war, Fight. 

Secondly, an-incouragement, Fight 
the ( ertamen bonum. . 

Thirdly, the inualuable treaſure for 
which you doo fight,the defence and 
maintenance of faith, 


B.3. Fourth- 
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The good fight of Faith. 


Fourthly, the Crown propoſed, the 


reward promiſed, the life of glory pro- 


uided for you at the end of your war; 


an eternall life. 

Be not dilmaied, though you receiue 
{ome hurt and wounds, y gar you 
loſe ſome of your bloud and 1oyats , 
yea, effuſe your liues and ſpirits in the 
Field : for, within the Cabinet of this 
Text, there is a precious oile to heale 
your hurts and wounds : that is good. 
And there is ccleſtiall dev, whereof, 
the leaſt drop and (cruple may cure and 
reuiuethe Dead, though rotten in the 
graue; and thatis faith : Fight the good 
Fight of faith. And what can a warri- 
our expect, at the end of all his deſpe- 
rate and bloudy Fight, more than Sis 
Text doth promiſe ? What reward,to a 
Crown ? What Crown, to the Crown 
of life 2 Whar life, to the life of glory ? 
What glory , to the glory of a King- 
dome ? What Kingdom, to that which 
is by inheritance ? What — - 
that 
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| Lord of Hoſtes from heauen beſps 4 


that which is immaculate, vndehiled, 
incorruptible, and reſerued for you in 


| heauen, 1,Peter 1.4 ? All this happi-* 


neſle, and more, lies wrapt and inclo- 

ſed within this compendious Clolure, 

a This eucwis Qi : [ay hold of eternall 
ife, 

Thele ſhall be the limits and boun- 
ders of my ſpeech : wherein, it is my 
purpoſe to be plain; and my praier, to 

profitable. And now,cuery man to 
his Colours : gird on your {words : 
pluck vp your hearts. T hink neither of 
ng away, nor deferring the bartell, 
nor of any treaty of peace, nor of any 
other thing but fighting. I ſcethe ene- 
my come marching : and I heare- the 


ing you with promiſes and perfwaſli- 
ons, euery one of you, inthe words of 


my Text; Ayorlts, Fight . God himſelf is 


| a man of warre. Diuine Oracles call 


him, Dominum Exercituum , The Lord 
of Hoſtes. Aboue all creatures,heloues 
F ſouldiers, 


pr 
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ſouldiers ; aboue all exerciſes, com- 
mends fighting ; aboue all ations, he 
hanors warlike and martiall deſ1gnes. 

Therefore hee exhorts to put on Ar- 
mour, Eph.6, promiſes to crown the 
m—_ uerors, Apoc.2 charges and com- 
mands to fight, in the words of my 
Text. The Legions of Angels are-war- 
riors, to fight againſt the Dragon. The 
Starres of heguen are warriors, to fight 
againſt 7abin and Siſera. The Elements 
are warriours, to fight againſt Sodome, 
Korab, and the old world. "The very 
Animalia inſe&a are warriours, to hight 
againſt Egypt. All degrees of men are 
-j warriours, ſome fighting for the en- 
largement-of Religion, and ſome a- 
garnſt it, ſomefor He aduancement of 
| the Goſpell, and ſome oppoſing it ; | 

ſome for the ntnacicbe truth, 
and ſometraducing it. 

The Magiſtrate muſt fight, Gladio 
poteſtatis, with the ſword of authoririe. 
| TheMiniſter muſtfight , Gladio Spiri- 


tus, 
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tz, with the ſyvord of theSpirit. Eue- 


| nie Chriſtian, ſub vexillo, et [ub auſpicio 


Spirits , vnder the banner, and by the 


direction and power of the Spirit. No | 


Age,no Sex, no Condition,no Calling, 
may pleadexemption from this Fight. 
The old and bed-rid Neftor , whoſe 
Almond-tree hath budded , muſt gird 


on his harneſle, and goe out to warre. 


The tender-nuſes, with their babes in 
cheir armes;Timorous & ſhaking mo- 
thers,with their infants in thairwobes, 
muſt learne to march , and handle the 
ſpeare. The young and tender ſtems, 
whoſe legges and armes bee weake, 
and flexible as Reeds, muſt lay aſide 
their painted horſes, & call for ſwords. 


Thelife of every man is a continuall | 
warre, inthe7. of Ib : butthelife of | 


euery Chriſtian man, is a continuall 
Battalion, and bloody skirmiſh, either 
againſt thediuell,an enemic,quem fuga- 
re potes, non fugere ; you may make him 
flye from you, James 4. but you can 

no 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| Armado of rebe 
front, and breſt of this Army, prepare 


no way flee from him. Hee aſſaults the 
firſt Adam in Paradiſe, the ſecond in 


the wilderneſſe, Dauid on his Palace, 


Amnon in his bed:or againſt the world, 
anenemy, quem fugere licet, non fugare : 


vvee may flie the corruption that is in 


the world, but cannot enforce it to flie 
from vs : Or againſt the fleſh, quem nec 


fugere poſſumus , nec fugare , ſaies Ber- 


nard:we can neither fly from our ovvne- 


fleſh, nor make our fleſh fly from vs : 
Saint Ambroſe, de Penitentia., lib.1 cap. 


' I4-giuesthe reaſon :Non enim nos,ſedin 


nobu nos ſequitur: this enemie is our In- 


| mate, and cannot heediflodged. 


The Life of a Chriſtian man 1s no- 
thing butthe ordering of a maine bat- 
tell againſt the =_ and inuincible 

l 


ious finne; In the 


to encounter with Ignorance : which 
enemyhhough hee bo blinde, and his 
eyes putWrt , (ut lumen ademptum , yet 
are his weapons like the weapons of 


G oliah : 


The good fight of Faith. 


Goliab, his ſtrength, like the ſtrength 
of Beemoth , his (five , like the barte- 
ring of a tearing Cannon ; Menſtrum 
borrendum,informe,jingens:if this monſter 
be not killed, it will lead you,like an 17- 
ns Fatuus,into inextricable Labyrint 
and Mazes of error, Mathew 22. make 
you proud luſtitiaries , Romans 10, 3. 
infect you with Idolatrie , Galatians 4. 
| 8. makeyou crucihe againe the Lord 
of life, A&s 3.17. leade you into capti- 


uitie, E/ay 5.13. let deſolation in at 


your windawes,E/ay 27. ſend deſtruc- 
tion poſting after you, Hoſea 4.6.make 
youlſubie&t to a fearefull curſe, Palme 

and perpetuall exiles from the life 


I 9.an 
| ofgloric, Epbefaaus 4.13, 


| - -Ignorance beingput to fli he, you 
tall 


encounter with ſuperſtition : 

which enemy, though hee an to be 

| a foole, one that dares not ſtirre in a 

morning before all his Beads be dropr, 

his breſt croſt, his face ſprinkled ; thar, 

if a Harecroſle his way, if hee 
C2 
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|= The good fight of faith. 
arthe threſhold, if the Salt haue fallen 


towards him, it the Rauen haue cro- 
ked vpon the next roofe,, if hee: hauc 
dreamed of a faire garden ; hee makes 
his Will , takes his leaue of the world, 
goes home, thinkes of nought bur 
death, and dares notfighr : yet if this 
Aduerſarie bee not conquered, he will 
ſer the God of {ſrael at defiance, ſcorne 
the Hoſteof Iſracl , make thepillars of 
Religion to ſhake, and the Rrongelt 
caſtles to totter, yea ., driue the Lord 
fro amogyou, & {trengthen the hands 

ofthe deſtroyer againſt you, Amos 5.9. 
| Superſtition once quell -you meet 
with: prophaneneſle: which enemie, 
| though hee ſeeme to bee buta ſor, his 
heart but a.dead piece offleſh, without 
all feelifig of loue, feare, care, paine, 
or the deafe ſtrokes of conſcience, one 
that ar firſt ſinned-againſt God,and ca- 
red-not;now is become ſenfleſshe fins 
againſt God, and knoywes. not ; one 
thathates goodnes , mockes inftrudti- 


ons, 
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ons , and deſpifes grace; a man would 
| thinke, that the earth could not har- 
bor ſuch a caitifeas this : and yet you 
ſhall all meere him in your fight, and, 
if you ſmother him nor, mercy ſhall be 

hid from your eyes, Heb.12.17. 

Cloſe at the heeles of this, followes 
Coureouſnes , one that goes in a ſordid 
and baſe attire, lookes as if hee were | 
ſtarued:when you meet him, you may: 
knowe him by his forefathers' coat, 
which he neuer meanes to change ; 
marke him well, and ſtrike home: 
for , if you kill him-not, hee makes a 
line.leſl piece of earth - to bee your 
Maſter, a corruptible piece of gold to 
bee your god ;makes you to lermoney, 
toſel|rime, to bee Gcke of yourneigh- 
bours field; tells you, that there is no 
goodnes, butin gaine ; makes you loſe 
yourtriends/; pine your bodyes ; mur- 
theryour ſoules, x. (#r:6. 

When ou have encountered with 
theſe, and thouſands moe;, inthe Rere 

L» exe C 3- you 
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you ſhall meete with as mortall an 
enemy as anie of theſe: and that is Sloth 
and [dlenes, You would thinke, that 
this were ſome Votarie, and _ 
perſon ina Cell, or Cloifter, leading a 
contemplatiue life; ſuch a one , as had 
rather freeze, then tetch wood ; chules 
rather to beg, then take paines, one 
that eateth and prayeth himſelf aſleepe; 
ſeems to bee nothing , but alumpe of 
cold clay in a ſtanding water : yerif 
Flieroms rule , ad Ruft.Epiit. 6. Semper 
ge aliquid , bee not obſerned, if the 

cepy Sybarite bee not putto death it 
will open a window to {tnfull obiets, 
—_ and infect the ſoule with vnhal- 


owed thoughts, turne the whole bo-. | 


dy into a ſtanding Bog and Fenne , fit 
for nothing but the ſpawning and 
breeding of 

whole man with ſinnes, as-thefeld of 
a bad husband is couered with weeds; 


ſuffer him to bring forth nothing but 


| thorns and briers ; whoſe endis to bee 


burned, 


vermine ; ouercharge the 
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burned, Heb.6.8. (um quo certet, mens 
pia ſemper habet : It you be the ſouldiers 
of Chriſt, you ſhall neuer want ( and- 
nites to fight againſt, Putata repullulant 
fugata redeunt , extinfa reaccenduntur,, 
ſopita excitantur ; If you could cut 
downe linne like Hydraes :head , it 
—__ againe ; baniſh ſigine, likethe 
ul ſpirit that haunted Saul, it returns 
aine; caſt it into Epimenides his ſleep, 
like Hreroms Fox, 151, Epiſt.ad Prefid. 
it will awake, and rouze it ſelte againe. 
If you could put finne to death like 
another Virbius and Exridice , it will 
quicken and reuiueagaine. 
And heere let no man ſay, that ex- 


our Manna were full of wormes , and 
the Quatles come out at our noftrels, 
and vvere offended ar the length of our 
| , as if wee longed to fee our 

ovynes and Cities burning, our 
| Houſes robbed, Temples ſpoiled, our 
worgen rauiſhed, Er natos ante ora pd- 
S's þ rentum, 


nw 


horration to fight is vnſeaſonable, asif 
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rentum , our children bleeding on the 
| pauement,ſpravvling on merciles pikes, 
our friends dying,our foes inſulting, ec 
miſeram vrbis faciem , as LEneas Siluius 
ſaid of (onftantinople. No , no: but 1 
exhort to fight againſt enemies at 
home , which.are more dangerous 
then enemies abroad, to fight againſt 

our ſinne, thatyou may bee free from 

loedy warres,the effect and off-{pring 
of {inne.. 

The _ of this warre, is the 
preuenting of the other : the proclai- 
ming of warre againſt our ſins, would 

tie the hands of God from making war 
gainſt our perſons. It may bee, ſome 

| think, that (like the old Romanes) we 
haue clipt the wing of peace, that ſhee 
| doats yponvs, and dandles our King- 
: dome 1n her lap: but, where Tezabel 
. begins to paintherlſelf, and to multiply 
her fornications, can wee look for 
| cace? If weletthe Ark of God be ta- 
| en from vs, can we look for peace? If 
C we 
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welet Religion fink, can wee promiſe 
peace? I remember what Macrob. Sa- 
turnal.lib.2 .cap.q.teports of ( eſar,thar, 
hearing of the death of a Romane Soul- 
dicr, who had lined merrily, and yet 
died greatly in debt, hee defired to buy 
the bed and pillovwy whereon hee lay ; 
deeming ſome rare vertue to be in that 
bed, wwhereon a man could ſleep fo ſe- 
cure, that liued in ſo great a danger. [ 
defire no pillow nor bed from vnder | 
him : But yer, with (ſar, I wonder 
how wee ſleep ſo quietly, when our 
danger is ſo neer. It may bee,not from 
any forain Nation. What then 2? Yer 
from our alone ſinne, the moſt ſecret 
plots,and reaſonable conlpiracies,Fo- | 
ea 4. And ſolcome from the procla- | 
mation of warre, 4 Fight, to the | 
| encouragement to the vndertaking of 
it; Ay@wGs TW xcNiv eycane, the good Fight. 

A war may betearmed good, when 
thecauſe is iuſt, aiming ar the peoples 
peace, the Countrey's health, £& Gol- 
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pels aduancement, the improouement 
of God's glory incarth. Sometimes it 
is otherwile, when it is vndertaken for 
—_— for the enlarging of poſlelsi- 
ons, for the wooing and ſoliciting of 
titles and honours. But this Chrifian 
exerciſe of Armes againſt the troops of 
finne, is alwaies good, 

Firſt, becauſe commanded. God's 
will is the rule and meaſure of good- 
ncfle. Hee doth not will, becaule it is 
good: but the thing is good, becaule he 
wils it. . : 

Secondly, good in regard of the end. 
| Bellum geritur, cot pax acquiratur, ſaith 

a Bonif.Epiſt.5 0..and Gratian,out 
of him. 

Thirdly,in regard of the Champions 
or Agents in the Chriſtian Fight:None 
exerciſed in it, but good men-; none 
bur good men fit for it; no good. men 
exempted from it. | 

Fourthly, good in regard of the good 
4 ſucceſſe and ſpeed: Yee ſhall bee _ 

t an 
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| than Conquerors, Romanes 8.37. | 
Laſtly,good in regard of the glorious 
Teward,Eternall life. Now to the iflue, 
It is, of all other, the beſt and wor- 
thieſt profeſsion, To bee a poore mili- 
cant Chriſtian, Iris agrace, To beare 
Arms in your {cutcheons ; but a grea- 
ter grace, To beare Armes in the Field. 
The Romanes had ſouldiers in ſuchre- 
pute, that euery one of them had the 
name andrtitleof Miles, a Knight. A- 
lexander was wont to call his {ouldiers 
his companions; ( e/ar, to make them 
his companions. But alas ! theſe were 
but ſhadows of ſouldiers; and thele, 
but painted honours. It was the ho- 
nour of Moſes, thathe ſerued God,Dex. 
3 4. the honour of Dauid, that he was a 
man after God's owne hart,1.Sam.1 3. 
the honour of that cloud of witneſſes, 

| and band of ſouldiers, Abel, Henoch, 

' | Abrabam, Iſaac, Jacob, ofeph, Gedeon,Ba- 
| rach, Sampſon, Tephte, Samuel, that in 
; their warres againſt Heatheniſh Idola- 
D 2 cers, 
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ters, againſt the violence of fire, the fu- 
ry of Lions, the terrours and exquiſite 
rorments of racking, mocking, {cour. 
ging, {toning, impriſonment, pouerty, 
aniſhment, that in their skirmiſhes, 
and conflicts with fleſh and bloud, 
they had pleaſed God, in the eleuenth 
to the Heb. When a man hath ſpent 
himſelte in great mens ſeruices , either 
they will not doe him the good they 
can, or they cannot doe him.the good 
they will, if both willing and able, 
they. bee ignorant what is beſt. But 
when hee hath ſerued inthis ſpirituall 
warre againſt Atheiſme, fuperſtirion, 
looſeneſle of life, and the whole trai- 
ned band of murdering &.prodigious 
{innes,he ſhall be ſure ro haue whatſo- 
euer is good, P/alm 3 4.10, Therefore 
Moſes may well forlake Pharaob's 
Court, to be the ſeruant of God.Dauid 
may well enough forſake Saul's Tent, 
to be door-keeper in the houſe of God: 
for, dulcis dies ona ſuper millia dierum, 
Plalm 84. | Ima- 
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Imagine the honour that was done 
to Mordecat, when hee had vpon him 
the King's apparell, rode vpon the 
King's horle,with aroyall Crown vp- 
on his head, and will be botd to bor- | 
row the ſpeech of Abaſhueroſh in the | 
eightth of Eſter ; All this, and-more, 
ſhall bee done to the poore milicanc 
Chriſtian, whom God will honour. I- 
magine the happineſle of Haman in his 
Prince's fauour ; the contentment of 
Sampſon with his Dalilab, the comforts 
of Elias preſerued by Rauens, the ioy 
of Paul and Silas viſited by. Angels , the 
honors of Dauid aduanced to-a crown; 
and I will make bold to apply the Pro- 
phets ſpeech,P/atm 14.9. Such honors, 
ſuch pleafures; ſuch comforts, ſuch in- 
ward: iojes, ſuch, and infinitely grea- 
ter, laſting and euerlaſting happineſle 
haue all his poore and militant Saints; | 

Letthis pull down the pride of wic- 
ked perſons, bee they in the eye of the 
; world neuer fo high and honourable : 
| ; D 3 for, 
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for, if they bee not militant againſt ſin, 

| butmaintainers of it ; not mallei vitio- 

rum, hammers of {inne,but hatchers of 

it, they are diſhonourable and worth- 
lefle Caitiffes. 

The concluſion: If you deſire to bee 
bleſt in a feruice, then ſerue GOD. If 
you deſire to be honorable Profeſſors, 
curn Chriſtian Souldiers. It you long 
to weare a Crowne, begin to fight, It 
you would fight as you ought, then 
fight the good Fight. To knowe whe- 
cher it be the good Fightor no, then let 
it bee the Fight of faith. 'Which is the 
third Particular : whereof, by your pa- 
tience, I come now to ſpeak. 

Of faith. That which was written 
in Philip of Macedon's Buckler , Quad 

fauſtum ex felix,that doo I ay of this 
point. Well may it bee ſpoken : well 
may it bee taken : well may it work : 
deep root may it take : good ſpeed may 
it hauc, and God's bleſsing be vpon it : ' 
Fight the good Fight of faith. It is pro fide, 


for 
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for the faith : ſo all Expoſitors of all 
ſides, both ours and Papiſts : the ſame 
which the Apoſtle mentionerh in the 
third verle of the Epiſtle Jude. Some 
note heer , it is Aywrifes.9, Fight : and 
there is Enxywr/c9%y which imports a ' 
hotand violent Fight. Atthe firſt view 
I diſcern a double Theoreme the one, 
thar Faith and Religion haue many c- 
nemies , the other , that euery good 
member of Chriſt muſt turn ſouldier, 
and be defender and maintainer of the 
faith... Oftheſe in order. 

It is a Principle and Maxime in Reli- | 
gion, that there is a God : Butthis hath 
enemies ; the open.Epicure, and the 
cloſe Arheiſt.Itis a Maxime, that there - 
| is but onetrue God: but thimhath ene- 
mies; | 

Firit, Worldlings : whereof,the Am- 
bitious hath honour ; the Voluptuous, 
_ ; the Couetous, Mammon for 

cir god.Some haue their bellies,Ph#l. 

{ 3:19.and ſome, the diuell fortheir god, 
| 2:(0r.4-.. The 
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The ſecond enemy to this,is the Ro- 
miſh* Church , which ſer vp many 
gods. The Pope is Dominus Des noſter. 
The Virgin is a more merciful Sawiour 
than God, ſaith Diſcipulus de temp. Ser. 


'161.Andſheſaues by her infinite mer- 


cy, whom God in his infinite tuſtice 
doth not, ſaith Michael de Hungar. out 
of Oroſius. It is a Maxime, that all Scrip- 
ture is by diuine inſpiration : but this 
hath enemies, Turks, who refuſe the 
Word, and embrace a blaſphemous Al- 
caron, lewyes, who tread the new Te- 
ſtament vnder foot ; Papiſts, who craf- 


| tily vadermine this Principle, farſt, tea- 


ching,that Hebrew and Greek are cor- 
rupted, to credit their _ Lartine, 
ſecondly&by magnifying the authority 
of the Church, to diſparage it. It isa 
Maxime, that the Scripture is a perfect 
Rule of faith : but this hath enemies; 
firſt, carnall perſons, led by ſenſe and 
feeling,not by this Rule, ſecondly, Ro- 
miſh Catholicks,vvho make the Word 

." "oe 
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not a Rule, buca thingruled by autho- 
| ritic of the Church. Ludogicus, a 'Ca- 
non Lateran,ſpake in the Trent Coun- 
cell, Scriptura et mortuum atramentum. 
The Biſhop of Poitiers ſaith, Itis res 
manis et muta ; Pighing , Scripture ſunt 
muti indices ; Eckins ,Euangelium nigrum, 
Theologia atramentaria , naſns cereus Leſ- 
bia Regula. But once more. 

Itis a Maxime, that whofoeuer de- 


nies Icſus to. bee Chriſt, rviz, anointed | 


r{t.inſagi anddeftro ng . {e- 
cody, in pardonin {innes es 
inma 


lavves' to £:nde mens con-. 


{ciences- reetly:: Prieſt, firſt, offering 


facrifices Fu ſins'ofmen -fecondly, 
inanakingimterceſzio- ts Gbd formen: 
Propher, firſt, reucaling'Gods will ; ſe- 
condly enlightening mans vnderſtan- 
' din ;rhirdly,framing mans heart to 0- 
bedience ; thefame 15 Antichriſt, Jobn 
2:22, Burchichathenemics, , epecill 
Popifh Catholicks:I f 


thre eotigin deat wary _ 
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| becauſe they rob him of theſe three ; 
| Offices. Firit, of his kingly Office : for 
- MW they giue part of it to the Pope,making 
him co remit {innes properly, giuing 
him to-makelawes , which binde the 
conſcience properly, as the Lawe of 
God, a power cocquall with Chriſts 
power: and thus they make their Bo- 
nifaces , their Iunocents, their Gregories, 
| Checkmartes with the Sonne of God. 
Secondly, they rob him of his Prieſt- 
ly Office; giuing -to a. Maſle-prict, 
over to. offer {acrifice propitiatoric 
bo quicke and dead ; yea, cuerie Papiſt 
| hath apicce of it, becauſe cuetic one of 
: « thet-may ſavisfie the iuſticeof God for 
his ſinnes , by his owene merits ; and 
for his interceſsion., ſome of them: a- 
boliſh it: tor., no Cacholike defires-. |. 
Chriſt topray:for him, ies the/Rhem. | 
Annotat..1n 1, Tim, 2.-Other-dealeic a-. | 
mong the Saints; amang; whoth, the 
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ly by their prayers, but by their merits. 
Ll Arg rob ek of bis Pro- 
phericall Office ; for, this they beſtovy | 
vpon eucrie Pope;who;without Scrip- | 
ture, determines infallibly,by internall 
a(siſtances of a ſpirit lockt in his owne 
breſt, all pointes of faith and: life .: 
which is the proper office of Chriſt 
alone , who is perpetuall Doctor of 
. Time _—__ I 
toreckon cuerie point of Religion, am 
toſhevy who bee enemies n. it ; this | 
taſte ſhall be ſufficient : and therefore I 
apply my ſelf ra the ſecond Theorem. | 
uerie good member of Chriſt muſt 
turne ſouldier, and become a defender 
ofthe faith. Thar which Epaminondas, 
the worthy Thebenſouldier in Tullie, 
lib. 5.Epiſt.x 2.reſolued concerning his 
| -buckler, Twill either defend thee , or die 
for thee ; 2nd being wounded to: death 
| vied no ſpeach butthis, Num ſaluuws 
clypeus mews ? Is my buckler ſafe ? muſt 
| bee the Chriſtian ſouldicrs Ay 
! | ; E 2 p 
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| for his Religion, and faith : Twill either 
defend thee,or die for thee. Bucolcerus., at | 


theyeere 965. repor 


ts of the: Nobles 


of Polonia, that when the Go 


ſpell is 


read, t 
ſwords, and 
intimating 


hey clap-cheir hands = cheir 
in to.draw them out; 


by. that ceremonie, theirre- 


ſoluing to defend the faith; and 'wil- 
lingnes to hazard:their liues for the 
-Golpels ſaferie. And this defence of 
faith conliſts in hue duties, Firſt found 
and confcionable preaching of it; the 
dutie of the Minilters.. Secondly, the 
.cheriſhing: of good? feed>whew it is 
-ſowne, aad weeding outcockle; and - 
-hemlock; the datie of the Magiſtrate. 
Thirdly, the- confeſsion-: of trath. 
Fourthly, the example of- life. Fiftly, 


the prayer; common duetics of all pro- 

feſfors. God hath pur a ſword into the 
Prophets hands, to fight againſt here- 
| alien, Epiphanius and : 
Anguſtine, ſay Itivanether Helens, quia 
Uſerfaneeperityand Vipers, quia 


fie. henens,/Textullion, 
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trem occidit , and Perdix, quia ouis alienis 
incubat ; a (hamelion , and Proteus, quis 
mutat; Taurus,quia ſuperbit; and Vulpes, 
quia falkt. If hee fight not againſt theſe; 
no.Paſtor, but Impoſtor ; gllfiþa keeper, 
| bura decciuer of the peopl©; and God 
hath giuen him a ſword to llay ' Agag, 
and all his carrell ; originall-impurine, 
' and all his drones of wahelowes 
chodghts.; co buckle with proud pro- 
| digiousfinnes, as Paul did with beaſts 
at Epheſus, 1.( 0r.15.. to ruinate Satans 
kingdome in the hearrs-of prophane 
livers: If careleffe ofthis, thenis he not 
Praeco, but Prado thee fhall not receiue 
the reward ofa Prophet , burt- of a 
thiefe. In a word, the Propher muſt 
maintain thefanth, by preaching truth, 
and confuring error; by commending 
] vertue, and'di{paraging vice ; by:con- 
—— weake; and conformding 
| theobſtinare., by prouingof orthodox 
| cancluſtons ; qprouinggereney and 
| annocencie PR ) 
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{ 
paines, reproouing {in and prophane- 


neſle, 
The ſecond dutic is thecheriſhing. 
of goad ſeed, when the hushand-man 
| hath ſovyggit ; the preſcruing of truth 
| 25 achalt WP, in ; the ſuppreſing of 
Hereſte and Idolatrie, with the broa- |- 
chers and abecttors of ir. Forthis pur- 
ole God hath giuen the Magiſtrate a | 
Fyord : but irlies vwrapt,like Goliabs 
ſword, inalinnen Ephod. If the Ma- | 
iſtrate be conniuent, the law is likethe 
oman Lex _ alleepe;that the | 
Enuious y ſovve his tares ; the 
Idolater ſafely ſet vp his Calues ; rhe 
Impoſtor ſafely vent his Herehtes ; the 
Pamim bake his cakes to the Queene of 
heayen ; the ignorant Votarie creep to 
his Image$and cuerie man chooſe his 
owne religion, make his owne god, 
ſacrifice to his owne [dol. Then Elobim 
| are burZ/ibim:; thoſe whom wee take 
tabee gods on carth, are but guilded 
Statua's.(onſtatine the Great was wont 
| to 


| 
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, ro define a Magiſtrate thus, MagiRratus 
eſt cuſtos -vtriuſque Tabule, T hart is it 
wherewith they are truſted ; Gods | 
whole ſeruice, and defence of Religi- 
on. But many times it comes to ralſe, 
that they doo him leaſt ſeruice in this 
kind, who ovve him moſt. Tacitss, 
| Annal.l:b.6 exc. 

T The third point of ffs defenſiue 
WAITE, 1s contliion : Which is no leſle 
then the ſtanding againſt the gates of 

hell, by bearing wunes to the truth. 
I am ready to die for the name of 1 
| Chriſt, As 2 1 .When Sylla in YValerins | þ 
Max. lib.3 .c.8 ,xvouldproclaim Marius | q 
atraytour,l. Sceuolamadethis replie: ' 
| Nunquam efficite , cot propter exiguum 
ſenilem ſanguinem : 1 | oppoſe Syllain- 
the iuſtdetenceof Marizs, hee'tan rake: |. 
nothing from mee bur a lictle old and - 
cold-blood. A noble reſolution; and 
fix for our: imitation. (Ler' vs: rather | 
burhe; then bovy to the Idoll which. 

Romiſh Nabucbadnezar hath ſet vp; ra- | 
* ther -| F 
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| ourſide. I much miſtake; if S.- Peter do 


4 


therdie for the Name of Chrift, then 
leaue the marke of the Beaſt vpon vs; 
rather loſe our head from our ſhoul- 
ders, then renounce that Head who 
is alcended into the heauens , rather 
effuſe our blood,and die glorious Mar- | 
tyrs, then liue Apoltates, and die com- 
torcleſle. Would fainting ſpirits be en- 
couraged yrthis, let rhem learne this 
leſſon of the Apoſtle, Rom.8.37. In all 
theſe we are more then ( onquerours. 
The fourth point is good example 
of life. They thatin ofion ſhine as 
lights, muſt in heir tines bee pure and 
blameleſle, as the ſonnes of God, Phil. 
2,1-9. This doth not ondly commend 
ourfaith, but helpe ro propugne and 
defend our faith , as being a powerfull 
motiue to-winne.our Aduerſaries: to 


not-make a good conuerſation'more 
efleuall xo -conuert :an: vnbdecuer, 
then'the Word:it ſee. Let wines be ſubs. 


#26} to their busbands, that they which obey 
254; not 


| not the Word, may be wonne by a godly con- 
uer/ation, 1 Peter 3. - 
c laſt point of this defenſiue | 
warre, is prayer, that God vyould goe | 
out with our Armies, maintaine his 
- owne cauſe, change the weather , and 
ſend agracious windeto blowe avvay 
J* . | theſwarms of Aygyptian Waſpes, and 
Locuſts, the Palmer-ywormes , and 
illers, 2nd Cankerworms, who 
| hope” co deuonre all the good feed 
which the good hushand-men haue | 
fovrne, for more then ſixtic yecres, 
that hee vvouldrake the lictle | 
; | Foxes, which deſtroy; the vines, that 
he would tame the wild Boares,wphich 
breake downe our hedges ; rhat hee 
| would reſcnehisowne truth from the 
Talons of thoſe yncleane Herpies : Fa- 
| diſcima cventris proludies ; who, not ſa- 
| tified with two Sacraments ordained: | ET 
| byGod,make fue more of their ovyne, | = 
| whonot reſtingin Chriſts obedience, f-5 
| | perfit his works. with works of their | F 
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owne ; not pleaſed , tharGod Thould | 
haue all diuinc honor , part ſtake with 

bim-; nor willing , that God ſhould 
haye all the praiſe of our conuerſion, 
aſcribepartto anaturall power of their 
owne; not content to ſend all theirre- 
queſts vnto God, pray to Saints of their 
owne, not reſting on-Chriſts intercel- 
fon, make Dommick, and Francis Se- 
baſtian,& Thomas Becket, with a thou- 
{and moe Aduocates and Interceſfors 
of their owne; not content to haue 
Chriſtto be their Churches Head, haue 
aduanced aleaden head of their ovvne; 
not content with Scripture to 'beethe 
] Rule of faith, haue magnified and/au- 
| rhbrized ngzonn, and Canons _—_ 
own;notdaring to depend vpon. 

| nc Goren, Far cterdenteS 
truſt in dead works of their owne.And 
| #the Preacher-would preach the faith 
thus ſoundly, if the Magiſtrate would. 
games gion thus carefully;if you, 


eandheroike ſpirits, would quit 


you 
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| | youlike mea, & fight valiantly in con- 


felsing truth to the expence of blood,if 


| God call you ; in leading liues beſee- 


ming Saints , in wraſtling with God 


| withſtrong cries and groanes , for the 


patronizing and eternizing of faith & 


| truereligion among vs;then ſhould we 
| all die with Pauls ſweet Song in our 
| mouthes, We haue fought a goood fight: we 


haue finiſhed our courſe : we haue defended 
and maintained the faith : then might we 


] promiſe to our ſoules, that God 
| would thus anſwer vs again: Well done, 


Souldiers: well done, good ſeruants:you 

ane bin valiant for the Fth ,and couragi- 
ous for the truth: now receiue this ( rowne: 
dwell in this Kingdome : enter into your 
Maſters I.Which is thelaſt particular, 
wheretoTIam comming by the courſe 
of my Text, but am prenented by the 
courle of time. 


FINIS. 


